
Saturday	  14	  November	  2015	  
The	  Centre,	  Slough	  	  7:30pm	  
Mussorgsky  Night on a Bare     
                          Mountain  
Brahms  Violin Concerto  
Sibelius  Symphony No 2 in D  

  Soloist: Bartosz Woroch ( violin ) 

We open our new season of concerts with Mussorgsky's spine-tingling portrait of a witches' 
Sabbath, which is based on old Russian folk tales.  After a riotous night, dawn and church bells 
disperse the frenzied participants. To play one of the most lyrical of all violin concertos we 
welcome back the Polish violinist Bartosz Woroch who gave a wonderful performance of the 
Elgar concerto in 2012. Brahms' warm and expansive first movement leads to a rapt slow 
movement which starts with a particularly beautiful oboe solo.  The concerto concludes with a 
vigorous Hungarian-flavoured dance.  
To celebrate 150 years since the birth of Sibelius we conclude our concert with his magnificent 
Second Symphony. It begins in the peace of the Finnish forests and grows from the very first 
violin entry and its sense of exploration continues throughout its four movements before 
building inexorably to the final, thrilling brass theme. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Bartosz Woroch 

Saturday	  12	  December	  2015	  
The	  Centre,	  Slough	  	  7:30pm 
Handel  My heart is inditing, 	  
                   Zadok the Priest  
Chilcott  Wenceslas 
Glazunov  The Seasons  
  Soloists: Hugo Popplewell ( baritone ) 
          Tabitha Reynolds ( mezzo soprano ) 

Bob Chilcott's latest choral work Wenceslas received its first performance in December 2014. 
With two up-and-coming young soloists representing the King and the Page and using new 
words by Charles Bennett, the familiar story is set to a colourful array of styles through which 
the verses of the well-known carol weave their way.  In 1727 Handel was invited to write four 
Coronation anthems for the coronation of George II in what was quite a coup for the recently 
naturalised German-born composer.  Zadok the Priest, which needs little introduction, was so 
successful that it has been performed at every British coronation since 1727, whilst My heart is 
inditing was the last of the anthems. We conclude this concert with an orchestral work: 
Glazunov's scintillating ballet score The Seasons. Its fifteen short sections bring each of the 
seasons vividly to life, especially Winter with its frost, ice, hail and snow. 
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Saturday	  12	  March	  2016	  
The	  Centre,	  Slough	  	  7:30pm	  

Humperdinck     Hansel and Gretel 
Saint-Saëns     Violin Concerto No 3 
Tchaikovsky      Symphony No 4 
  Soloist: Akiko Ono ( violin ) 

In the Overture to Hansel and Gretel, Humperdinck makes reference to songs and dances in the 
opera, including Evening Prayer and The witch's spell.  Very cleverly he later weaves together 
all the overture's various themes. Saint-Saens' Violin Concerto No 3 was written for the 
Spanish virtuoso Sarasate. It is full of dramatic contrasts, from the Gypsy-like opening to the 
wistful Adagio and then to the stupendously virtuosic Finale.  To play this popular work we 
welcome the Japanese violinist Akiko Ono, winner of numerous prizes in prestigious 
competitions. Akiko has since performed with orchestras across the world and is Principal 
Violin Teacher at The Yehudi Menuhin School.   
The opening fanfare of Tchaikovsky's powerful Fourth Symphony is said to represent the 
power of fate. After a lyrical slow movement and an exciting pizzicato scherzo the fanfare 
returns in the Finale, to striking effect, as the work drives to its headlong conclusion. 
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Saturday	  7	  May	  2016	  
School	  Hall,	  Eton	  College	  	  7:30pm	  
Jonathan Dove There was a Child 
Copland Billy the Kid 
Grieg Morning, Anitra’s Dance, In the 
     Hall of the Mountain King   
  Soloists:   Louise Turner ( soprano )         
                   Peter Aisher ( tenor )  
                  Taplow Boys’ Choir 

Jonathan Dove, born in 1959, is one of Britain's leading composers of operas, choral and 
orchestral works; all of which have an immediacy of impact. This is especially true of the 
choral work There was a Child, written in 2009 as a tribute to a friend's son who had died 
tragically young at the age of 19. This is a joyous piece of music celebrating a young life lived 
to the full and which leaves a lasting impression on the listener.  Our experienced soloists are 
Louise Turner as the mother and Peter Aisher as the boy.   
Copland's 1938 ballet score about Billy the Kid, the notorious outlaw, contains several genuine 
cowboy tunes.  Calm depictions of the open prairie contrast with a dramatic orchestral gun 
battle. To conclude, the perennial freshness of Grieg's music to Peer Gynt never fails to make 
an impact in concert. 
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