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Title P19: The natural minor scale, focusing on E natural minor 

Question(s) What is the natural minor scale? 
How can I read and sing a natural minor scale in treble and bass 
clef? 

Activity Derive E natural minor from G major 
Understand the new allocation of tonic, subdominant, dominant 
and leading notes, and the tonic triad in treble and bass clef in E 
natural minor 
Sing and speed-read melodies in E natural minor  

 
 

If we take rearrange the sequence of notes in the G major scale, and start on E, this makes 
an E natural minor scale. The new tonic of this scale is E, and the notes are called:  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 (or 8) 

E F# G A B C D E 
tonic supertonic mediant subdominant dominant submediant Leading 

note 
tonic 

 

Notes 1, 3, 5 of E minor make an E minor triad, or the tonic triad of E. Because G major and E 
minor share a key signature, they are called relative scales, E minor is the relative minor of G 
major, and G major is the relative major of E minor.  

Throughout these exercises, keep aiming to work it out for yourself. Sing: Wayfaring 
Stranger, and answer the following questions:  

1. This piece is in E natural minor. Using a tuning fork, sing the notes of the E minor triad, 
and then find your starting note in the music.  

2. Sing the soprano part first. Beat time as you sing. How do you count the opening phrase 
‘I’m just a poor wayfaring stranger’? How does this help you work out the rest of the 
rhythm? 

3. Now sing the bass line. Again find your starting note from a tuning fork or the E minor 
triad on the piano. Sing the bass and soprano parts together, and sing the part you don’t 
normally sing.  

4. Now try the alto and tenor parts. Try out a part you don't normally sing. Put SATB 
together. Don't forget to beat time as you sing.  
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Title P20: Accidentals in minor scales, focusing on E natural minor, E 
harmonic minor and E melodic minor 

Question(s) What accidentals are likely to appear in a minor scale? 
How will these change the pitches I am singing?  

Activity Identify, read and sing common accidentals in E harmonic minor 
and E melodic minor in melodies 
Use hand shapes to externalise change of pitch on sharpened and 
flattened notes 
Speed read melodies in E minor with accidentals 

Note Revise P7: Finding notes on a keyboard for yourself 
as necessary. 

Use a raised index finger to indicate a sharpened 
note,  

 
 
and a thumb down to indicated a flattened note. 
 
 
 

 

Answer these revision questions: 

1. What is the tonic note and tonic chord of E minor, and why do we need to know about 
the tonic chord? 

2. What does a relative major and minor share?  
3. How can we work out from the music (so not listening to anything yet) whether a piece 

with one sharp in the key signature is in E minor or G major? (by finding the tonic chord 
in the first and last bar) 

We can adapt E natural minor by adding accidentals, which are additional sharps, flats or 
natural sign added to individual notes in the body of the music on the staves, rather than 
those found in the key signature.  

 

Two common modifications are the E harmonic minor scale and the E melodic minor scale. E 
melodic minor is created by raising by a semitone notes 6 and 7 ascending, and lowering by 
a semitone notes 6 and 7 descending. Remember, a semitone is the closest possible interval 
(gap) between two adjacent notes on the keyboard. 
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E melodic minor 

 

To sing accidentals, use these hand gestures:  

 Use a raised index finger to indicate a sharpened 
note,  

 
 
and a thumb down to indicated a flattened note. 
 
 
 

 

E harmonic minor uses the same format ascending and descending, with a raised 7th note. 
Notice how the accidental lasts for the whole of the bar, so it’s a D# all the way through to 
the end of the bar:  

 

Sing Down among the dead men. Work at your own pace, and pitch notes from a tuning 
fork, or from the piano.  
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