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Title P1: Pitch 

Question(s) What is pitch? 
What is a clef? 
What is a stave? 

Activity Aural memory 
Pitch patterning 
Placing notes on the stave, using a stave with no clef 

 

Definitions: Pitch is how high or low we hear the note, determined by the frequency of each 
pitch (A=440Hz).  

A clef is the sign at the start of each stave, which tells us what letter names we will assign to 
the lines and spaces. Clefs are normally assigned to instruments and voices according to 
their general register. Initially four clefs were invented (treble, alto, tenor and bass), and we 
commonly use treble and bass in choral music. 

There are three clefs commonly used in vocal music, the treble clef used by 
sopranos and altos, 

 
the bass clef used by tenors and basses, 

 
and the transposed treble clef also used by tenors.  
 

 
A stave is the collection of five horizontal lines that we draw the notes on. 
Notes can be drawn on lines or spaces as shown here in this magnified version 
of the stave. When you are writing music, be fussy about the positioning of 
the notes on the stave.  
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Title P2: Staves, systems and scores 

Question(s) What is a stave? 
What is a system? 
What is short score and full score? 

Activity Reading choral scores as a unit 
Reading short scores and full scores 
Split parts 
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Title P3: Reading the notes of the treble clef without leger lines 
 

 
Question(s) What letter names are assigned to the notes of the treble clef and 

how can I find the pitches in my voice? Note singers focus on their 
own clef 

Activity Letter names we use in music  
Treble clef as G clef  
Reading notes of the treble clef in step-wise sequences of 3-5 notes 
and longer 
Finding pitches in the treble clef on the stave and on a keyboard 

 

We use the letters A, B, C, D, E, F and G to indicate pitch in music. We use the pattern A B C 
D E F G A B etc to indicate notes that are rising in pitch and going up on the stave, and the 
pattern A G F E D C B A G F etc to indicate notes that a falling in pitch and going down on the 
stave.  

We assign letter names to the notes according to the clef drawn at the start of the stave. A 
treble clef is also known as a G clef as it sits on the G line. Using the pattern of letter names 
this gives us:  

 

Here are these notes on a keyboard: 
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Title P4: Reading the notes of the treble clef including 
those on leger lines 

 
Question(s) What letter names are assigned to the notes of the 

treble clef including those on leger lines and how can 
I find the pitches in my voice?  

Activity Reading notes of the treble clef in step-wise 
sequences of 5+ notes 
Reading notes on leger lines 
Finding patterns and mnemonics 
Finding pitches in the treble clef on the stave and on 
a keyboard 

 

We extend the stave by using leger lines. We only draw as many lines as we need, a 
hangover from the days when music was written by hand and scribes used many shortcuts 
to save time and ink.  

The pattern of letter names remains the same. Combining all the pitches we have learned so 
far we have: 
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Title P5: Reading the notes of the bass clef without leger lines 

 
Question(s) What letter names are assigned to the notes of the bass clef and how 

can I find the pitches in my voice? Note singers focus on their own 
clef 

Activity Letter names we use in music  
Bass clef as F clef  
Reading notes of the bass clef in step-wise sequences of 3-5 notes 
and longer 
Finding pitches in the bass clef on the stave and on a keyboard 

 

We use the letters A, B, C, D, E, F and G to indicate pitch in music. We use the pattern A B C 
D E F G A B etc to indicate notes that are rising in pitch and going up on the stave, and the 
pattern A G F E D C B A G F etc to indicate notes that a falling in pitch and going down on the 
stave.  
 
We assign letter names to the notes according to the clef drawn at the start of the stave. 
The bass clef is also known as the F clef as it sits on the F line. Using the pattern of letter 
names, this gives us: 

 

Here are these notes on a keyboard: 
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Title P6: Reading the notes of the bass clef including those on leger lines 

 
Question(s) What letter names are assigned to the notes of the bass clef 

including those on leger lines and how can I find the pitches in my 
voice?  

Activity Reading notes of the bass clef in step-wise sequences of 5+ notes 
Reading notes on leger lines 
Finding patterns and mnemonics 
Finding pitches in the bass clef on the stave and on a keyboard 

 

We extend the stave by using leger lines. We only draw as many lines as we need, a 
hangover from the days when music was written by hand and scribes used many shortcuts 
to save time and ink.  

The pattern of letter names remains the same. Combining all the pitches we have learned so 
far we have: 
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Title P7: Finding notes on a keyboard for yourself 

Question(s) What are the notes on a keyboard? 
How can I play and sing individual notes and sequences of notes 

Activity Navigating the keyboard 
Playing notes on the keyboard and singing them 
Finding the starting and ending note for a sequence of notes, and 
singing the given phrase 

 

To work out intervals (gaps) between notes, follow this protocol:  

1. Identify the note names of the two notes in the interval.  
2. Counting the lower sounding note as number 1, count up the lines and spaces to the 

upper sounding note, this gives you the interval number. For example from Middle C to 
F, you would count 4 (line, space, line, space). Point out that 4 letter names means the 
interval is called a 4th.  

3. Sing all the notes, singing the note names out loud (C, D, E, F). Then sing the interval 
notes, and hum the ones inbetween (C, hm hm F); then sing the interval notes and think 
the ones in between (C—F), and repeat this final stage a few times to fix the interval in 
your mind.  
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Title Revision: Finding the notes in my voice 

Question(s) How can I read and sing individual pitches, and sequences of 3-5, and 
5-10 notes in step-wise patterns? 
How can I find these notes in my voice from a keyboard for myself 

Activity Reading the pitches of the notes on the page and recognising 
patterns of up and down step-wise movement 
Draw examples from current choir repertoire 
Finding notes on the keyboard and singing them as below 

 
 

Study the music on page 68-69 of the Handel Coronation Anthems, movement 4 of My heart 
is inditing: ‘Kings shall be thy hunting fathers.’ 

Team up with other people who sing the same voice as you. Study your vocal line. Take a 
phrase at a time, and try the following exercise. Remember your tutor and the singing 
mentors can help you.  

 Work out the letter names of the notes in the phrase.  

 Find the start note and the end note of the chosen phrase on the keyboard, and in your 
voice.  

 Sing the phrase, and check your ending note against the keyboard again. How close did 
you get? 

 Try this again with another phrase 

 Try this exercise again with a longer phrase 

 Once you’ve done all of your phrases, try those in another voice.  


